Presbyterian Heritage Center at Montreat

Collection Number:
Collection Title: Charles Edward Raynal, Sr. Ministerial Collection

This is a finding aid. It is a description of archival material held in the Presbyterian Heritage
Center at Montreat. Unless otherwise noted, the materials described below are physically
available in our reading room, and not digitally available through the World Wide Web.

Collection Overview
Size: 3 document boxes

Abstract: Collection consists of sermons, writings and notes.
Creator: Charles Edward Raynal, Sr
Language: English

Information for Users
Restrictions to Access
No restrictions. Open for research.

Restrictions to Use
No usage restrictions.

Copyright Notice
Copyright is retained by the Presbyterian Heritage Center as stipulated by United States
copyright law.

Preferred Citation[ldentification of item]
Charles Edward Raynal Sr. Collection, Presbyterian Heritage Center at Montreat.

Acquisitions Information
Gift of Whom: Charles E. Raynal II1

Additional Descriptive Resources
A copy of the original finding aid for this collection is filed in each box.

Sensitive Materials Statement

Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with sensitive or confidential
information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and regulations.
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reasonable person) for which the Presbyterian Heritage Center at Montreat, NC, assumes no
responsibility.

Biographical Information

(17 March 1877 — 1 December 1944)

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Herbarium (NCU) has about three dozen specimens
collected by Charles Edward Raynal. All are vascular plants, and most were collected in the Piedmont of
North Carolina. NCU seems to be the only herbarium curating Raynal’s specimens.

Charles Edward Raynal and Solomon Wallace Hoffman were among the first botanists to take an interest
in the flora of Rocky Face Mountain in Alexander County.

Dr. Dudley J. Raynal writes about his grandfather:

Charles Edward Raynal was born on March 17, 1877 in Savannah, Georgia, son of Pierre Napolean
Raynal of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines, Alsace, France and his wife Rebecca Ann Girardeau of Liberty County,
Georgia. Educated in private schools, he attended Southwestern Presbyterian University, Clarksville,
Tennessee (BA, BD, 1903) and Princeton University and Theological Seminary Princeton, New Jersey
(1903 — 1904). Awarded Doctor of Divinity degree by Davidson College, Davidson, North Carolina, 1914.

Ordained in the ministry by Northern Alabama Presbytery, he served as Assistant Pastor, First
Presbyterian Church, Birmingham, Alabama (1904-1907); Pastor of St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church,
Charlotte, North Carolina (1907-1909) and Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Statesville, North Carolina
(1909-1944). Married Margaret Mayo Scott, 1914. Children: four sons, one daughter [Charles E. Raynal,
Jr. (1915-1998); John Scott Raynal (1918-1987); Gordon Waddell Raynal (1920-1923); Henry Middleton
Raynal (1924-2012); and Margaret Isabel Raynal (1927-1991)](2).

Charles E. Raynal died December 1, 1944 [in Statesville, Iredell County, North Carolina at age 67](1).

A botanist by avocation, Charles E. Raynal acquired a substantial botanical library including many first
edition copies of works by Carolina Botanists. He botanized widely in the Carolinas (frequently when in
South Carolina with Dr. F. Dudley Jones, his close personal friend and fellow Presbyterian minister). He
corresponded on many occasions with Dr. J. K. Small of the New York Botanical Garden and sent
specimens for identification and verification to Dr. Small. He was an avid student of woody plants, both
native and ornamental, and wrote several papers of botanical interest, some of which were published.
He was a committed conservationist, a fact reflected both in his collection of scientific articles,
pamphlets, on books and in his own writings. (1)

Charles Edward Raynal is buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Statesville, Irdell County, North Carolina
Among the woody species that caught Raynal’s attention was a North Carolina state-level rare species,
Magnolia macrophylla. His first herbarium specimen sent to NCU is of a branch and some petals of that
species collected in May 1932. Raynal apparently led a collecting trip later that year to show two known
locations of the plant to Dr. William Chambers Coker, head of the Botany Department at University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Raynal also sent live specimens to Coker and his research assistant, Alma
Holland Beers, which each planted in their yards in Chapel Hill. The tree planted in Beer’s yard in the
Gimghoul neighborhood in the 1930’s still grows there today, and many mature trees can be found
naturalized in nearby Battle Park.

SOURCES:
1. pers. comm. “Charles Edward Raynal, Vita, 1980” Dudley J. Raynal email to Lisa Giencke.
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2. Original data: North Carolina State Board of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics. North Carolina Death
Certificates. Microfilm S.123. Rolls 19-242, 280, 313-682, 1040-1297. North Carolina State Archives,
Raleigh, North Carolina. Ancestry.com. North Carolina, Death Certificates, 1909-1976 [database on-
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007. Accessed on 23 July, 2020.

3. Find A Grave Memorial #86537518 “Charles Edward Raynal”
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/86537518 accessed on 23 July 2020.

Written by Lisa Giencke in August, 2006; updates and edits by Carol Ann McCormick. Many thanks to
Dudley J. Raynal for information and photograph of his grandfather.
https://ncbg.unc.edu/2020/07/23/charles-edward-raynal
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Scope and Content
Materials mainly from early 1900’s.
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Box 1 Sermons

Folder 1 Genesis, Deuteronomy, Ruth, I Samuel, I Chronicles, Nehemiah
Folder 2 Psalms

Folder 3 Proverbs, Amos, Malachi

Folder 4 Isaiah

Folder 5 Jeremiah

Folder 6 Matthew

Folder 7 Mark, Luke & John
Folder 8 John

Folder 9 Acts
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Folder 3 Miscellaneous writings
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Folder 5 Miscellaneous writings

Folder 6 Miscellaneous writings

Folder 7 Miscellaneous Sermons & Notes
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